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*Foster Care- 24-hour (a day) substitute 
care for children placed away from their 
parents or guardians and for whom the 
child welfare agency (DCS, tribal, or 
local) has placement and care 
responsibility.

Definitions & Acronyms
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https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/45/1355.20


*School of Origin- the school in which a child 
is enrolled at the time of placement in foster 
ÃÁÒÅȢ )Æ Á ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÆÏÓÔÅÒ ÃÁÒÅ ÐÌÁÃÅÍÅÎÔ 
changes, the school of origin would then be 
considered the school in which the child is 
enrolled at the time of the placement 
change.
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https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/edhhsfostercarenonregulatorguide.pdf#page=11


ESSA-Every Student Succeeds Act

LEA- Local Educational Agency

POC-Point of Contact

SEA-State Education Agency (ADE)

IEP- Individualized Education Plan

SIS-Student Information System
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ADE-Arizona Department of Education

CWA-Child Welfare Agency (in Arizona, DCS 
or tribal)

DCS-Department of Child Safety

DCSS-Department of Child Safety Specialist

REL-Regional Education Liaison (DCS Staff)
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*The ESSA also amended section 725 of the McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Assistance Act (McKinney-Vento Act), REMOVING
children Ȱawaiting foster care placementȱ from the 
ÄÅÆÉÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȰÈÏÍÅÌÅÓÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÔÈÓȱfor purposes 
of the Education for Homeless Children and Youths (EHCY) 
program.*

* *Taken from the Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability for Children in Foster Care from U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services Guidance on the Foster Care Provisions in Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as Amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015  

ESSA & McKinney-Vento
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"ÁÓÉÃÁÌÌÙȣ
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SEA/CWA/LEA 
Collaborate

FC children should 
remain in their school 
of origin



"ÁÓÉÃÁÌÌÙȣ
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If not in the best 
interest of the child to 
remain, immediately 
enroll in new school.

Enrolling school shall 
immediately obtain 
records from previous 
school.



"ÁÓÉÃÁÌÌÙȣ
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SEA/CWA/LEA 
Collaborate

CWA & LEA establish 
POCs



"ÁÓÉÃÁÌÌÙȣ
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Plans to transport FC 
children to their 
school of origin.

Additional costs- I pay, 
you pay, we pay. 



*Studies demonstrate that students in foster 
care experience more challenges throughout 
their education compared to their peers, such as 
the following:

ɕ4ÁËÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ Ȭ2ÏÁÄÍÁÐ ÆÏÒ &ÏÓÔÅÒ #ÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ +ɀΣΤ $ÁÔÁ ,ÉÎËÁÇÅÓ +ÅÙ &ÏÃÕÓ !ÒÅÁÓ ÔÏ %ÎÓÕÒÅ 1ÕÁÌÉÔÙ )ÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȭ ÂÙ Data Quality Campaign& Legal Center for Foster Care & Education

School Stability Rationale 
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